No kinetic interaction between levetiracetam and cyclosporine: a case report.
Levetiracetam is a new antiepileptic drug reported to be effective and well-tolerated in adults and children affected by epilepsy. Its lack of hepatic cytochrome metabolism is the theoretic basis for the absence of interactions with other drugs that follow this pathway. We present a 14-year-old girl who underwent orthotopic heart transplantation, followed by antirejection therapy including cyclosporine. Symptomatic occipital lobe epilepsy developed that was successfully treated with oxcarbazepine, but cyclosporine plasma levels decreased to below the antirejection threshold. Oxcarbazepine was replaced by levetiracetam. Levetiracetam did not affect the metabolism of cyclosporine, and cyclosporine plasma levels have remained in the therapeutic range up to now. The patient is still seizure-free and does not complain of any side effects after a 1-year follow-up. Further studies are necessary to confirm the lack of interactions between these drugs, which would make levetiracetam a useful therapeutic option in managing seizure control during antirejection therapy with cyclosporine.